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Welcome to Combined Districts Concert Band!



Inside this handbook you will find all the key information you need as a musician playing in the
Band.



Please take the time to read over the handbook and let us know if you have any questions at 



secretary@cdconcertband.org
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Combined Districts Concert Band was formed in March 1987. We are a woodwind, brass and percussion

ensemble. The current membership is around 35 players aged 16 and over. New members are always welcome

to join without needing to audition. Our repertoire is usually 'B' to 'C' grade, which needs an instrument aptitude

of at least Grade 3-4 to play well. Most members have their own instruments however we do have less common

instruments like String Bass, Bassoon, French Horn, Piccolo and Bass Clarinet to loan out if available. 

The band performs regularly over the year, including competing in the State Championships, the ANZAC Day

parade, the Perth Christmas Pageant, community fairs, as well as organising our own concerts. 

We perform as a concert band, and sometimes as a marching band for special events.

The band has been led by our Music Director, Mr Rob Gladstones, since 2020.

Combined Districts Concert Band rehearses every Monday night:

Floreat Salvation Army 
121 Brookdale St (corner Salvado Rd)
Floreat WA 6014 

Doors open at 6:30 pm for players to be seated with their instrument ready for a 7 pm start. 
Rehearsals run until 9:15 pm including a short break. 

Sometimes we rehearse more frequently or for a longer session to prepare for big performances.
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The Music Director
Rob Gladstones
Rob Gladstones was born in Perth. He began learning Violin

and Euphonium at age 7 before settling on the Horn at 13.

He studied Horn at the Canberra School of Music with

Hector MacDonald, graduating in 1985. During his student

years he was a member of the West Australian Youth

Orchestra, the Canberra Youth Orchestra and the

Australian Youth Orchestra.

Rob took up the position of 2nd Horn in the Sydney

Elizabethan Orchestra (Now the Opera Australian

Orchestra) in 1986 and was appointed Associate Principal in

1988. 

During his time in Sydney he played with the Sydney Symphony Orchestra and Australian Chamber Orchestra

as well as Chamber Music, Musicals and many soundtrack and jingle recordings.

He moved back to Perth in 1989 to take up the position of Associate Principal Horn with the West Australian

Symphony Orchestra, moving to his current position of Principal 3rd Horn in 1995. He is a regular performer

and soloist with many local ensembles including the Fremantle Chamber Orchestra, UWA Choral Society, South

Side Symphony Orchestra and the W.A. Mozarteum.a

Rob is very active as a teacher. He is currently Horn Teacher at UWA and gives clinics and workshops for

schools and the Perth Horn Society where he is the Artistic Advisor.

As a conductor he has worked with the Challenge Brass Band, Combined Districts Concert

Band, Metropolitan Symphony Orchestra and the South Side Symphony Orchestra.

When he is not playing or teaching horn he is busy repairing and servicing brass instruments!
text



The Rules (Constitution, version 2021)

COVID-Safe Policy

Privacy Policy

Child Safety and Protection Policy; and

Harassment & Discrimination Policy

RULES AND POLICIES:

Combined Districts Concert Band has several important documents that guide the conduct of our members,

the conduct of the committee, and the way we handle the regular operations of the Association.

Copies are available to the membership and the general public on our website, at https://cdconcertband.org

Please contact the Secretary to obtain a copy of any information you require via secretary@cdconcertband.org

PRACTICE PARTS:

We have a free photocopier available at every rehearsal for you to photocopy any music to practice at home.

Please do not take home any black music folders or original music.
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Playing Member Expectations

Attend all rehearsals to the best of their ability

Attend all performances to the best of their ability

Inform the Secretary if you will be absent, giving as
much notice as possible

Practice difficult parts at home to improve 

Follow the 'Rules' and be respectful of fellow 
 members

Overview
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Attendance

We are a group of passionate music nerds who love music, and we want our band to reach its full potential!

We can achieve this if we all regularly attend rehearsals so we can make progress each week and we attend

performances. It's also important to inform the Secretary when we will be absent, so the Music Director can

organise parts and repertoire depending on who is available to perform.

ATTENDANCE

If a member is unable to attend a rehearsal or performance, apologies should be sent to the Secretary (via
apologies@cdconcertband.org) with as much notice as possible. For a rehearsal, this is at least one week

(unless you are ill or exceptional circumstances arise). For a performance, this is at least two months notice.

The Committee requests a minimum rehearsal attendance rate of 50% throughout the year to remain a

member.

NB. To participate in competitive performances such as State and National Championships, it’s compulsory for

members to attend 100% of the last three Monday-night rehearsals. The Music Director reserves the right to

give special dispensation to members unable to fulfill this obligation in exceptional circumstances. They may

also request an individual who has not attended enough rehearsals to excuse themselves from the upcoming

performance if they are not sufficiently prepared.

TEMPORARY LEAVE

If you are unable to regularly attend rehearsals for a period of more than one month, please inform the

Secretary (via secretary@cdconcertband.org). While on temporary leave you are still considered to be a

member of the Band and are liable for any membership fees that would normally be due.

RESIGNING YOUR MEMBERSHIP

The Secretary needs to receive a written notice of your resignation to formalise the end of your membership.

You must return all Band property including uniforms, music and instruments in good condition within 2 weeks

of your resignation. If your white marching jacket is returned in good condition, your full $50 bond will be

released back to you.
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The Committee & Contact Details

Combined Districts Concert Band is run by group of members called the Committee. They are elected (except

for the Music Director) by current members of the band via majority vote each year at an Annual General

Meeting. Committee members volunteer their time to manage the ongoing operations of the Association.

The Executive Committee consists of:

President

Vice President

Treasurer

Secretary

Music Director

president@cdconcertband.org

vicepresident@cdconcertband.org

treasurer@cdconcertband.org

secretary@cdconcertband.org

musicdirector@cdconcertband.org

The Executive Committee is supported by up to five General Committee members who are also elected. 

They may perform other roles for the Band such as Uniform Coordinator, Librarian, and Property Coordinator.

If you have any questions about performances, rehearsals, or membership please contact the Secretary.

If you have any questions about your membership fees or financial status, please contact the Treasurer.

If you have any music-related inquiries please contact the Music Director.

Online
https://www.instagram.com/cd.concertband/   

www.cdconcertband.org

We use the free mobile app, 'BAND' for communications. Please ask for the invite
link.

INSTAGRAM



WEBSITE

APP
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Membership Fees
Combined Districts Concert Band is a not-for-profit community group. We charge annual membership fees to

pay for music, uniforms, insurance, and other ongoing costs. All fees collected are used solely for the running

of the Association.

It is important to pay these fees on time to keep the Band operating, and to keep your membership status

active. But we know a lot of our members are students, so if you are unable to pay your fees by the deadline,

please contact the Treasurer (treasurer@cdconcertband.org) to communicate your situation and find out

about your options. 

Ordinary Membership fees are $200 per year. There is a 10% early-bird discount available if your fees for the

financial year are paid in full, and there are discounts for families with multiple members. Fees can also be paid

in quarterly installments. 

There is an additional $50 Uniform Bond due when you receive your white marching jacket.

This bond covers the repair and replacement of uniform items loaned to you by the Association.

It is refunded to you in full when your uniform is returned in good condition upon your resignation.

Fees and Uniform bond can be paid in-person to the Treasurer in cash, or via Direct Deposit:

Combined Districts Concert Band
BSB: 016 334
Account: 228404685

Please leave your name and reason for payment in the description box if you are making a direct deposit.

Please contact the Treasurer to discuss your unique financial situation and make
alternative arrangements, at treasurer@cdconcertband.org
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Band Uniform

The Band has three main uniforms, which are determined by the type of performance. 

The correct uniform to wear will be communicated to members closer to the date of a gig.

Supplied by the Association:

Supplied by the Member:




One black Akubra hat (stored on-site)

One white marching jacket (on loan with $50 bond retained)

One plain white T-shirt (worn under the marching jacket)

Plain black socks

Closed-toe, plain black school or business shoes (NO sneakers)

Plain black business pants (NO black jeans or denim)

Concert Blacks Uniform
Supplied by the Member: Plain black button-up shirt or blouse, with collar, and sleeves (3/4 to full-length)

Plain black business pants, or skirts below the knees (NO black jeans or denim)

Closed-toe, plain black school or business shoes (NO sneakers)

Polo Shirts Uniform
Plain black business pants (NO black jeans or denim)

Closed-toe, plain black school or business shoes (NO sneakers)

Red, black & white band polo shirt (purchased from the Band to keep)

Supplied by the Member:

New members need to be fitted for a Marching Jacket and Polo shirt a few weeks before the gig.
Contact the Secretary (Secretary@cdconcertband.org) or Uniform Coordinator
(uniforms@cdconcertband.org) if you need uniform items or to change sizes.

MARCHING LYRE
For marching gigs, members need to bring a 'Lyre' for their instrument. This device attached

to your instrument (or your arm) to hold your music while you march. They are available
from most specialist music stores. Bring your instrument to ensure it fits before buying one. 

Marching Uniform
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Band Performances and Events 

MARCH

Band camp weekend

APRIL

ANZAC Day Parade in Northam

JUNE

State Championships

AUGUST

CDCB Mid-year Concert

OCTOBER

Wembley Downs District Fair

Salvation Army Fete

DECEMBER

Perth Christmas Pageant

CDCB End-of-year Concert

Craigie Leisure Centre Xmas
Party

Shopping centre Christmas
carols.

Typical Gigs

Combined Districts Concert Band has a full calendar of performances, fundraisers and social events through

the year. Details are emailed to members once they are confirmed. 

To prepare for performances we ask for two months advance notice if you cannot attend. We are paid by the

general public for most of these gigs. It is important that the Music Director and the rest of the band knows

who is performing with plenty of notice so we can find temporary musicians, distribute parts among the

instrument section, and ensure we can give the best quality performance we can provide.


